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Randazzo, Province of Catania 

Established: early 1900’s 

Owners: Massimiliano Calabretta 

Winemaker: Massimiliano Calabretta 

Production: 20,000 bottles 

Hectares under vine: 10 

Viticulture: Natural  

Vegan Friendly 

 

 

Mount Etna is Europe’s highest volcano and one of the world’s most active. ‘a Muntagna, as the 

locals call it, is rich in mineral components and the microclimate – cool nights, warm days and 

wide ranging temperature variations – endow the wines with extraordinary richness, minerality, 

fragrance and depth.  After World War II many of the vineyards were abandoned until the 1990's, 

when a group of young winemakers started reviving the 100 plus year old gnarly vines.  

 

Massimiliano Calabretta is the fourth generation of his family to produce wine on Mount Etna. 

Beginning in the early 1900’s, the family made wine and shipped it north to supply their wine 

shops in Genova. Massimiliano is part natural winemaker/philosopher who, in his day job, is a 

Professor of Electrical Power Engineering, specialising in Nuclear Fusion. The vineyards are 

located on the northern side between Randazzo and Solicchiata, all alberello vines, mostly 80+ 

years old and many planted on piede franco (ungrafted rootstock). No chemicals or pesticides 

have ever been used and the wines are fermented naturally. The downside is that quantities are 

low and the wines are highly sought after around the world. 

 

The Vineyards  

Like Barolo or Burgundy, Etna has a number of cru areas, called a contrada. Over time, we will 

see different flavours emerge from these contrade (plural) in much the same way we do now with 

a Barolo from Rocche or Ginestra. On Etna, contrade are defined by their elevation, soil and the 

various lava flows (type and age), something that is constantly changing when you are growing 

grapes on active volcano! This is how Massimiliano describes the differences: 

 

Calderara/Taccione (Randazzo): sandy soil with on a bed of stones. The wines need long ageing. 

 

Passopisciaro (Castiglione di Sicilia): historical contrada of Etna able to express very deep & 

structured wines. The soil has more sand and less stones. Around 680 metres. 

 

Solicchiata (Castiglione di Sicilia): higher elevation at 780 metres. A lot of lava sand, wines are 

elegant and perfumed.  

 

Bianco 

Made from 95%+ Carricante with a little Catarratto, Grecanico and Insolia that are mixed in the 

vineyard. One third of the vines are 60-80 years old. Steely intensity with lemon zest and juice 

with white flowers and pronounced minerality, this is crisp and dry with refreshing acidity.  
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Rosato  

From young vineyards in Calderara, this is 100% Nerello Mascalese with a day on skins. Coppery 

orange colour, and quite rich in the mouth, the palate has a lovely saline note that holds it all 

together.   

 

Gaio Gaio  

From the youngest vineyards in Calderara, planted in 2004/05 from a massale selection. Fresh 

and lively, with almost a rawness to the fruit. On the palate, the acidity is crunchy with Etan’s 

classic minerally backbone. This is both a great value wine and a great introduction to the house 

style. 

 

Vecchie Vigne 

1997 was the first vintage of Vecchie Vigne, the flagship wine that he ages for up to eight or nine 

years in botti. It is this approach that has resulted in Calabretta being compared to many of the 

greats of old school Barolo. The wine walks a tightrope between being mature, yet fresh and 

energetic at the same time with a distinct personality of a great Etna red. 

 

2010 “Bright red. A funky note clears with aeration to showcase very pretty strawberry, red 

cherry and violet aromas and flavors, complicated by hints of fresh ginger, white pepper and 

lemon peel. Finishes long and perfumed with outstanding juicy cut and with suave, polished 

tannins.” 94 points, Ian D’Agata for Vinous 

 

Nerello Cappuccio  

From Calderara, this is a wine that Massimiliano is particularly proud of. Typically the bridesmaid 

to Mascalese, Cappuccio is rarely made on its own. What it lacks in structure, compared to 

Mascalese, it more than makes up for in charm. Floral nose with deep rich red fruits, the palate is 

concentrated but retains the fresh vibrant fruits so well. Beautiful wine. 

 

Little A & Butterfly  

From a vineyard called Mannitta in Feudo di Mezzo, purchased in 2014. Floral and fresh with crisp 

red berry and cherry fruit. Very bright and juicy with racy acidity.  

 

Nonna Concetta 

From Contrada Passopisciaro, purchased in 2003, just .4 hectare of 100 year old vines. Named 

after Massimiliano’s grandmother. 800-900 bottles. Tannic and structured, of all the Calabretta 

wines this needs the most time in bottle. 

 

Piedefranco  

From Contrade Taccione, these are cuttings from the oldest vineyards and planted piede franco, 

or ungrafted. The vines are less than twenty years old. This has a core of dense sweet fruit that 

stands alone from the other wines. Concentrated and rich, though far from heavy, this will be 

fascinating wine to watch as the vines get older. 
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